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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

“Why Vanilla?”

| cannot imagine anything more boring
and less desirable than living a life of
predictability as | grow older. Few things
interest me less than routine, the norm, the
expected, the status quo. Those of you that
have been in my office know that | like to
change my desk around to different places in
the room. | like change in my life. Why eat
just vanilla ice cream when there are so
many different flavors out there.

Do you know that by the mid-thirties
most people have stopped acquiring new
skills and attitudes in any aspect of their
lives? Stop and think about it; you who are

over thirty. How long has it been since you
acquired a new skill”? How many brand-new
attitudes have you adopted, personal, social,
spiritual, financial since you turned thirty?

Do you drive to work the same way
every morning? Are you compelled to
approach a problem the identical way every
time? Have you lost that enthusiastic zest
for discovery and adventure?

Living and learning are linked, so are
existing and expiring. Each day delivers a
totally new set of circumstances and
experiences. The same hours in a day will
capture the wonder of a child, but sometimes
deepen the rut of an adult. Ever watch a
preschooler's approach to life? To him
learning is natural, to the adult it is a
nuisance. Some people say well | am just
too set in my ways. That is the way | am.

So how do | break out? Life abounds
with everyday problems needing
transformation into creative projects. Why
not broaden yourself in some new way to the
greater glory of God? Be brave-try some
new flavor of ice cream for the first time.

Remember Caleb? He was eighty-
five and still growing. At a time when the
ease and comfort of retirement seemed the
thing to do, he fearlessly faced the invincible
giants of the mountain. Remember what he
said in Joshua 14: “Give me this mountain!”

For Caleb every new sunrise was a
reminder that his body and the rocking chair
weren’t made for each other. What about it.
Are you ready to break the routine? Why not
dig right in and refuse to give up until the job
is done?



| believe goal setting and achieving
are important, especially if we are in need of
being motivated. Life is what you make of it.
Moving in the right direction is a great way to
break the mold of mediocrity. | am thankful
for a church that wants more than vanilla. |
am thankful for those who are not afraid to
get out of their comfort zones and try some
new flavors in life. | believe God has some
great things in store for us here at Fairview
Heights and the Lord may be leading us to
try some new things to fulfill His purpose for
us as His church.

God is a God of surprises! So why be
normal? Let Him lead you to some new and
exciting ways of ministry that will help our
church to grow. Sister Jeannette Flynn
would put it this way: “You don't rest til we
all rest!”” from her message on Wednesday
evening at Camp Meeting.

Don't forget the upcoming Revival with
Jeannette, this is a once in a lifetime
opportunity that you don't want to miss.
Have you planned to be here every night for
the services and have you invited someone?
| know that there will not be any vanilla
service that week!

Enjoy The Journey,
Pastor Clayton

SERMON OUTLINES FOR SEPTEMBER
2005

September 4

Sermon lllustration will be given away in the
Morning service!
FREE GIFT TO ONE SPECIAL PERSON!

MORNING SERVICE :
“Come Follow Me!”
Text: Matt. 4:17-22 Pastor Clayton
CHILDREN'S MOMENTS: Pastor Brian

EVENING SERVICE;
“What Makes Salvation Great!”
Text: Hebrews 1:1-2:4 Pastor Clayton

Setpember 11
MORNING SERVICE :
“Taking Your Boat Into Deep Waters!”

Text: Luke 5:1-11  Pastor Clayton

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS: Hand Bells
EVENING SERVICE;

“This Is My Story”

Guest Speaker

September 18
MORNING SERVICE :
“Stay With the Ship!”
Text: Acts 27:31 Pastor Clayton
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS: Pastor Clayton

EVENING SERVICE;
Video Presentation from
Anderson Camp Meeting
“Reach the Lost”;
Pastor Jim Lyon
from North Anderson Church of God

REVIVAL WITH REV. JEANNETTE FLYNN
SEPTEMBER 23-25

FRIDAY SEPT. 23 7:00 P.M. SERVICE

SATURDAY SEPT. 24 9:00 A.M.
CONFERENCE ON CHURCH GROWTH
EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE HERE
FOR THIS CONFERENCE!

SATURDAY SEPT. 24 7:00 P.M. SERVICE

SUNDAY SEPT. 25 10:40 A.M. SERVICE

SUNDAY SEPT. 25 6:00 P.M. SERVICE

THERE WILL BE A SPECIAL TIME OF PRAYER
EACH WEDNESDAY
LEADING UP TO OUR REVIVAL

SUNDAY SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT

What a great year we have had
“Building our Sunday School, Brick by Brick!”
We saw our Wall being build in less than six
weeks with colorful bricks representing each
class member, Vvisitors, perfect class
attendance, and for bringing your Bible to
class. Our Sunday School enrollment has
increased this past year to 102. We want our
goal to reach 100 in class each Sunday to
continue this next year.



The Christian Board of Christian
Education had a Teacher Appreciation “Fish
Fry” August 6™ in the Fellowship Hall. Frank
and Molly Bartlett did a great job with frying
the fish, fries and hushpuppies for us and
Carol Hamilton made wonderful pies for
dessert.

Our new Sunday School Theme
staring  September 4" will  be
"Fishers of Men, Cast Your Net for Jesus!”
We had guest speaker(s), Pastor Jeremy
and Dana Clayton share with us some
teaching tools to use in class. We were
reminded that as a teacher/worker you never
know whose life you might impact and it can
be either a positive or a negative experience.
We must remember to use Love as the “Bait”
and never give up.

We have children ready for a Toddler
Sunday School Class. However, we need a
teacher. If you love to plant seeds and
watch them grow and feel God directing you
to fill this position, please let us know. We
will fill you in on all the details.

We will be giving out the Sunda¥
School Promotion Certificates August 28"
and those promoted will go to their new
classes September 4™,

Your Sunday School Leaders
Jayn, Phyllis and Carol P.

If anyone serves, he should do it with
the strength God provides, so that in all
things God may be praised through Jesus
Christ. To Him be the glory and the power
for ever and ever. | Peter 4:11

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE SENIOR
ADULT BIBLE CLASS

We're happy that Gwen and Agnes
were able to visit with there sister Jinney. To
be sure, many subjects were covered and
happy times were had.

Our sincere congratulations to Verla
on the birth of her Great-Grandson, Jacob.
Mother and Son doing just fine.

We were pleased to see that 5 members of
our class were able to attend the West

Frankfort Camp Meeting. Excellent preaching
and the music was tops. The Spirit was
keenly felt.

Larry and Gwen spent three days,
along with others, to get the Fairview Hts.
Food Pantry open and ready to serve the
needy people of our area. This fine couple
deserves our gratitude and prayers for the
time and work they put into the pantry. They
are now ready to receive any food stuffs we
can bring to church and they will accept cash
which is as good as money. (Yogi Berra)

Our Secretary-Norma, tells us our
class had perfect attendance the last two
Sundays. We want to be the pace setters, so
lets keep up the good work.

Agnes’ Grand Daughter and her
husband were home for a 4 day period. They
will report back to Ft Hood, TX. Lets pray for
this young couple.

Our congratulations to Stella for
organizing and promoting the 10 mile walk-a-
thon , to be held at Long Acre Park in Sept.
Over 40 folk have signed up to go as far as
they can, hopefully the full 10 miles. Funds
collected from sponsors will go for missions.
It will be a time of good exercise and fun too.
The men’s group will supply cold water for
those walking.

*kkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkk

This quarter's Sunday School lessons
have been nothing less than outstanding in
content and challenge. Unit 1 was on the life
of Jesus, Unit 2, Jesus’ Ministry of Teaching
and Unit 3, Jesus Ministry of Compassion.
We're looking forward to the Fall Quarter with
much anticipation and prayer.

A sentence from the book, ‘Birth of a
Reformation’ on the life and labors of D.S.
Warner was: The Lord gave Brother Warner
a new commission to join holiness and all
truth together and build up the apostolic
church of the living God. Would the Lord give
us this same commission today?. He can
and He will if we are totally sold out to Him.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkk

Remember; Don't find a fault---find a
remedy - God bless...

Ivan DeHart, Teacher
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ADOPT - A-SOLDIER
Joshua Floya

The BUCK. Sunday School Class s edapfing Josh fo show
him that Jesus oves him and we love him whie he is away
from hare serving in the Army in Afghanistan,
Beginning in September we will send a Care Package fo
him every other manth,

Following is  lst of suggested items to fill our Toshua
Basket:

Commercially wrepped Beef Jerky, Nuts,
Cookies, Sunflower Seeds, Peanut Butfer
Crackers, Canned Chips
Packets of powdered presweetened
Kool-Aid/beverages, Gatorade
Lip Balm, ey drops
Maist towelettes
Black ink pens
Sporfs magazines
Shatpoa (smaller confainers)
eranolg bars/&nack foods/snack cakes
Disposable razors/shaving cream
Antibacterial hand soap
bum - mintkcool mint/winter fresh
Frishees
Teabags & sugar packefs
Insect lotion or spray - NO AEROSOL CANS
Crackers - any type to use in place of bread

*‘&

JUNIOR CHURCH CONTINUES TO GROW...

Dedicated workers are needed to
assist with this very important program in our
church. Please pray about this and if you feel
led to work in this area of ministry, please
talk to one of the Board of Christian
Education members: Jayn Willeford, Phyllis
Field or Carol Pollard for more information.

FAITHWEAVER FRIENDS BEGINS AGAIN

2005-2006 Faithweaver Friends! Are
you excited? | am! This is going to be a great
year in FWF.

We are starting September 7th at
6:45. The ages are K thru 6th grade. The
registration cost is $10.00 a year, this helps
pay for Personal journals, key chains and
charms. The next charm is "self-control".

Yep, we will be having meals
again from 6:00 to 6:30. The cost is $ 2.00
for kids and 3.00 for adults. | would love any
help in this department. If you would like to
help with a meal or even drinks or desert,
please just let me know. Wonderful Candy
has offered to start us off this year with a
potato bar on the first night. Those of you
who missed it last quarter, you really missed
out.

Please keep FWF in your prayers that
this will be such an awesome experience for
the kids and workers alike.

****Everyone needs to register even if
they attended last year. If you need forms,
just let me know.

Thank you and God bless you all,
Carmen Hamilton (Director of FWF)

MOM’S CLUB
Hello Ladies!

We have seen a need in our church
and would like to fill it! We are going to hold
a meeting following church on Sunday,
September 4th regarding the start of a Mom's
club in our church. Please let me know if you
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will be unable to attend, as | know this is
Labor day weekend and many of you may be
out of town. If that is the case | will move the
meeting to the 11th. We would like to get
your feedback on the idea. We want to know
what your needs are and help to meet them.
Give us your schedules and your ideas and
we will try to put them together in a way that
will be a blessing to you.

What we hope to achieve:

- Give you some social time away from
your kids
Give you a date night with your spouse
Give you more opportunities to fellowship
& grow in the Lord
Bring more young families into the church
Strengthen the existing relationships you
have with your fellow believers
Have fun!

If you think you might be interested, please
join us and invite a friend! :)

God Bless!

Shannon Peiffer

g

THINK $5,000.00
WALK — FOR- MISSIONS

Jesus said, “If you can believe, all
things are possible to him who believes.”
Mark9:23

CAN WE DO IT? We know we can—
Longacre Park, September 10" starting time
8:00 a.m.

So far we have 40 walkers on our sign
up sheet—and our walkers are getting
excited about the pledges they are receiving
and how many miles they are walking to
prepare for the big walk.

The speakers at Mission Day, West
Frankfort, Tom and Norma Smith, challenged
us to pray each day for countries around the
world and for our missionaries who serve
there.

Our calling, our purpose, as Christians
is to share Christ with the world. We must
pray that god will open their eyes to the love
and hope offered by Jesus, that they will see
how valuable the are as individuals to God.

Isaiah 40:31 “But they that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength. The shall
mount up with wings as eagles, they shall
run and not be weary, and they shall walk
and not faint—

CLAIM
BELIEVE
ACHIEVE
that we can do the walk for mission.

Stella Simms, Belinda Floyd, Ruth Pope
MEN4HIm

We had a great time, Sat. Aug. 20.
Twelve of the forty-six people who attended
the Gateway Grizzlies game, sang the
National Anthem to begin the game. It was a
great evening. Our church name was
announced and displayed on the score
board.

Help will be needed to set up the
canopy and help distribute water to the
walkers in the “Walk for Missions” on Sept.
10 beginning at 8:00 a.m. If you would like
help please contact Bill White.

FOOD PANTRY REPORT

at our new location—the old firehouse on St.
Clair. Everything is nice and clean.

We want to thank God for His direction,
and also for your prayers. God works in His own
time and ways.

Now we are praying for supplies.
Everything is really low except for vegetables.

It has really been a blessing to me to be
working and doing things for people in need.
Thank you all. God bless you all.

Bring on the food.

Gwen Campbell, Vice President






To THINK ABOUT

THE APPLES

A few years ago a group of salesmen
went to a regional sales convention in
Chicago. They had assured their wives that
they would be home in plenty of time for
Friday night's dinner. In their rush, with
tickets and briefcases, one of these
salesmen inadvertently kicked over a table
which held a display of apples. Apples flew
everywhere. Without stopping or looking
back, they all managed to reach the plane in
time for their nearly missed boarding.

All but one. He paused, took a deep
breath, got in touch with his feelings and
experienced a twinge of compassion for the
girl whose apple stand was overturned. He
told his buddies to go on without him, waved
goodbye, told one of them to call his wife
when they arrived at their home destination
and explain his taking a later flight. Then he
returned to the terminal where the apples
were allover the terminal floor. He was glad
he did.

The 16 year old girl was totally blind!
She was softly crying, tears running down
her cheeks in frustration, and at the same
time helplessly groping for her spilled
produce as the crowd swirled about her, no
one stopping and no one to care for her
plight.

The salesman knelt on the floor with
her, gathered up the apples, put them back
on the table and helped organize her display.
As he did this, he noticed that many of them
had become battered and bruised; these he
set aside in another basket. When he had
finished, he pulled out his wallet and said to
the girl, “Here please take this $40 for the
damage we did. Are you ok?”

She nodded through her tears.

He continued on with, “I hope we
didn’t spoil our day too badly.”

As the salesman started to walk away,
the bewildered blind girl called out to him,
“Mister...” He paused and turned to look
back into those blind eyes.

She continued, “Are you Jesus?”

He stopped in mid-stride and he
wondered. Then slowly he made his way to
catch the later flight with that question
burning and bouncing about in his soul: “Are
you Jesus?” Do people mistake you for
Jesus? That's our destiny, is it not? To be
so much like Jesus that people cannot tell
the difference as we live and interact with a
world that is blind to His love, life and grace.
If we claim to know Him, we should live, walk
and act as He would. Knowing Him is more
than simply quoting Scripture and going to
church. It's actually living the Word as life
unfolds day to day. You are the apple of His
eye even though we, too, have been bruised
by a fall. He stopped what He was doing and
picked you and me up on a hill called Calvary
and paid in full for the damaged fruit. Let us
live like we are worth the price He paid.

| can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me. Philippians 4:13

Smell The Rain

A cold March wind danced around the
dead of night in Dallas as the doctor walked into
the small hospital room of Diana Blessing.

She was still groggy from surgery. Her
husband, David, held her hand as they braced
themselves for the latest news. That afternoon
of March 10, 1991 complications had forced
Diana, only 24-weeks pregnant, to undergo an
emergency Caesarian to deliver the couple®
new daughter, Dana Lu Blessing.

At 2 inches long and weighing only one
pound nine ounces, they already knew she was
perilously premature.
Still, the doctor® soft words dropped like
bombs. "I don® think she® going to make it,"
she said, as kindly as she could.

"There® only a 10-percent chance she will
live through the night, and even then, if by some
slim chance she does make it, her future could
be a very cruel one."

Numb with disbelief, David and Diana
listened as the doctor described the devastating
problems Dana would likely face if she survived.

She would never walk, she would never talk,

she would probably be blind, and she would
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certainly be prone to the catastrophic conditions
from cerebral palsy to complete mental
retardation, and on and on.

"No! No!" was all Diana could say. She and
David, with their 5-year-old son Dustin, had long
dreamed of the day they would have a daughter
to become a family of four. Now, within a matter
of hours, that dream was slipping away.

But as those first days passed, a new agony
set in for David and Diana. Because Dana's
underdeveloped nervous system was
essentially ‘raw,' the lightest kiss or caress only
intensified her discomfort, so they couldn't even
cradle their tiny baby girl against their chests to
offer the strength of their love. All they could
do, as Dana struggled alone beneath the
ultraviolet light in the tangle of tubes and wires,
was to pray that God would stay close to their
precious little girl.

There was never a moment when Dana
suddenly grew stronger. But as the weeks
went by, she did slowly gain an ounce of
weight here and an ounce of strength there. At
last, when Dana turned two months old, her
parents were able to hold her in their arms for
the very first time. And two months later,
though doctors continued to gently but grimly
warn that her chances of surviving, much less
living any kind of normal life, were next to
zero, Dana went home from the hospital, just
as her mother had predicted.
Five years later, when Dana was a petite but
feisty young girl with glittering gray eyes and
an ungquenchable zest for life. She showed no
signs whatsoever of any mental or physical
impairment. Simply, she was everything a little
girl can be and more. But that happy ending is
far from the end of her story.

One blistering afternoon in the summer of
1996 near her home in Irving, Texas, Dana
was sitting in her mother's lap in the bleachers
of a local ballpark where her brother Dustin's
baseball team was practicing.

As always, Dana was chattering nonstop
with her mother and several other adults
sitting nearby when she suddenly fell silent.
Hugging her arms across her chest, little Dana
asked, "Do you smell that?"

Smelling the air and detecting the
approach of a thunderstorm, Diana replied,

"Yes, it smells like rain."
Dana closed her eyes and again asked, "Do
you smell that?"

Once again, her mother replied, "Yes, |
think we're about to get wet. It smells like
rain."

Still caught in the moment, Dana shook
her head, patted her thin shoulders with her
small hands and loudly announced, "No, it
smells like Him. It smells like God when you
lay your head on His chest."

Tears blurred Diana's eyes as Dana
happily hopped down to play with the other
children.

Before the rains came, her daughter's
words confirmed what Diana and all the
members of the extended Blessing family had
known, at least in their hearts, all along.
During those long days and nights of her first
two months of life, when her nerves were too
sensitive for them to touch her, God was
holding Dana on His chest and it is His loving
scent that she remembers so well.

THE BEST THING ABOUT THE FUTURE IS
THAT IT COMESONLY ONE DAY AT A
TIME.

“Don’t be anxious about tomorrow; God will
take care of your tomorrow too. Live one day at
atime”

Matthew 6:34 TLB

BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO SEE THE HAND
OF GOD IN THE HAPHAZARD,
INEXPLICABLE, AND SEEMINGLY
SENSELESS CIRCUMSTANCES OF LIFE.

I amwith you always ad will watch over you
wherever you go. Genesis 28:15

EDITOR’S NOTE

Thank you for your contribution to this
newsletter. Please submit articles by the third
Sunday of the month. You may put them in
the pocket on the bulletin board in the
narthex, in my mailbox or email them to me
at billandkaren@mail.com. Thank you!

Karen White
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